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The Focus of This Lesson Is the Greek Writing System. 


Greek has its own writing system using the Greek alphabet. The Greeks adapted 
their current writing system from the Phoenician alphabet. 


Linguists believe that Greek originated from the Proto-Canaanite alphabet, which 
consisted of twenty-two acrophonic glyphs, dating all the way back to the Late 
Bronze Age (from about the fifteenth century B.C.). It is the first and oldest 
alphabet to use vowels. The Greek alphabet as it is known today emerged after 
the Greek Dark Ages (circa 1200 B.C.). Before that, the Greeks used a script 
called Linear B for several centuries, but it eventually died out with the fall of the 
Mycenaean civilization. The most notable change with the adaptation of the 
Phoenician alphabet was the introduction of vowel letters, without which Greek 
would be illegible. 


lonic Greek became the standard for Athens in 403 B.C., and as a result of 
Athens' vast influence, it slowly became the standard for all other Greek-speaking 
areas as well. 


The direction in which Greek is written has evolved from its original right-to-left 
orientation to a back-and-forth, or boustrophedon, system in which each line is 
written in the opposite direction of the previous line. Sometime around 500 B.C., 
Greek adopted its current orientation of left-to-right writing. 


The Greek alphabet is used today mainly in Greece and Cyprus, but it is also 
widely used within mathematics, astronomy, and science. 


Alphabet 





The Greek alphabet consists of twenty-four characters, of which seven are vowels 
and seventeen are consonants. 


A a Alfa 
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B B Vita 

r y Gamma 
A 6 Délta 

E £ Epsilon 
Z Ç Zita 

H n Ítta 

© 0 Thíta 

|. Gióta 

K K Káppa 
A à Lámda 
M u Mi 

Nv Ni 

ZĘ Xi 

O o Ómikron 
M mt Pi 

P p Ro 

2 o ç Sigma 
T t Tay 

Y v Ypsilon 
® ọ Fi 

Xx Chi 

Y w Psi 

Q w Oméga 


Words are formed by combining a consonant letter and a vowel. The Greek 
language also forms words by using two-letter consonants, which together form 
one sound. Linguists assume that the two-letter consonants were introduced to 
the language to cover the lack of specific sounds such as [b], [d], and [g]. 


Just by knowing the Greek alphabet, you can survive in Greece because many 
words in English originate from Greek: this will allow you to survive with limited 
knowledge of the language. Furthermore, you will have an easier time 
understanding mathematics and science as they use the Greek alphabet. 


Note 


When writing in Greek, unlike English and other European languages that use a 
question mark ("?"), the Greek question mark is a semicolon (";") in English. 
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We will be using the Greek question mark in our Greek examples. Now there will 
be no more confusion. 


